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Story of how our teams got started 
Rugby was an intramural sport since the onset of the Academy. Our 

extramural history starts from 1961, as the Academy had occasion to pull 

from intramural rugby players to compete against visiting overseas 

teams. Officially founded as a club team in 1968 by Captain Alan Osur 

and C2C Angus MacDonald, our first matches were on 29 September 

1968 where the A team ("All Blues") beat the Denver Highlanders, 29-0, 

and the B side ("Silver side") played the Denver University A team to a 16-

16 tie. Fit and fast described play in those early years, prompting the 

Eastern Rockies Rugby Union President, Terry Fleener [1], to nickname us 

"Zoomies"... the nickname replaced "All Blues", which had lasted until the 

end of 1969, and continues on to this day. 

http://usafarugbyalumni.com/index.php?title=Officially_founded_as_a_club_team
http://www.usrugbyfoundation.org/site/pp.asp?c=9fLHJVOxHmE&b=8977379


























Brigadier General Ronald Buckley ‘89 

































L-R Coach Francis (white T-shirt) Walt Daniels (blue T-shirt) Terry 
Fleener, USA Rugby President, presenting the award  











 

 

Vernon Edward Francis, PhD, LtCol (ret), 

‘71 Tenured Associate Professor and 

Deputy Department Head, USAF Academy 

Department of Management. Aka Uncle 

Vern 

 

Vern is the most successful men’s 

coach since the beginning of the Air 

Force Academy intercollegiate rugby 

programs. 
 

 

 



- Twice National Champions in 1989 and 

1990 

- Second place National Champions 1987 

(one point loss in the finals) 

- Three times Third in the nation 1986, 

1988 and 1992 

 

And after his retirement in 1992 and leaving 

the Academy, the underclass years he 

coached and mentored went on to 

continued national success: 

- Twice Runners up National Champions, 

1993, 1995 

- Third in the nation, 1994 







Lieutenant General Thomas J. Sharpy ‘87 



Brigadier General Charles  S. Corcoran ‘92 



In memory of Capt Glenn J. “Skip” Rogers, Jr, USAF 



In memory of LtCol Michael Shea, USMC 








